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Rules, rules, rules – In the best of all worlds, rules wouldn’t be needed.  But in the real world of 
a large condominium association with 525 households living in close proximity, living without a 
set of rules would soon lead to unpleasantness and disrupt our standard our living which in 
turn, will negatively impact our housing prices.  It is interesting how some people move here, 
and then proceed to pretend they aren’t aware of Association Rules which they have agreed to 
abide by.  They grumble when they can’t do whatever they feel like, and yet every new owner 
and renter is provided with the Rules when they move onto the property.  Everyone who is 
living here has received a copy of, and signed an agreement that they understand and will abide 
by the Association Rules & Regulations.  So this month, we will continue to reiterate the rules 
for these people.  For all of you folks who already know this, please bear with me. 

Common Areas Usage:   The common areas of the property consist of anything outside your 
unit door.  So once you step across your threshold you are in the Common Areas.  That means 
appropriate dress and behavior.   Because every resident must transit the common areas to get 
to their home, those areas will be maintained in a tasteful and appropriate manner that 
ensures that our residents, their guests, real estate agents and potential buyers don’t 
encounter a property that looks like a dorm.  The common areas will not be used for lounging, 
drinking coffee, eating, allowing children to romp and play, Skyping or any other personal use.   

Move in/Move out:  Moves in or out of the property must be scheduled with the office and 
conducted within the allowed hours and days of the week (Monday thru Saturday) specified in 
The Rules.  The reason for this is that no one cares to be inconvenienced by listening to your 
noise in the evenings or on Sunday’s or holidays.  Recently a tenant was observed moving out 
on a Sunday, and when questioned, lied about the unit he was moving from.  The staff reviewed 
the security tapes, identified the person and issued a move out fee to the landlord and a 
Covenants hearing is scheduled which may also charge a separate fee for the Rules violation.  
The landlord will likely pass along those fees to the errant renter.   

Feeding the Wildlife:  We have a few misguided individuals still want to feed the wildlife.  The 
squirrels, geese, fox, beaver, deer or any other wild critter do NOT need our assistance to 
survive.  If you feed the animals they lose their fear of humans and then they come into too 
close contact.  This is dangerous for the animals and the humans.  If you have a burning desire 
to nurture an animal, get a pet.   Feeding the wildlife anywhere on the property is FORBIDDEN.   

Rooftop Lounges:   After years when it seemed the lounges were rarely used except for 
watching 4th of July for fireworks, we now have a growing community of people who find them 
attractive.  Unfortunately, some of these people are using them inappropriately, dangerously, 
and even illegally.  The residents on the floors below are being disturbed into the early morning 
hours by the shenanigans and management is disturbed because of their misuse.  The Board  



will have them secured at night until the element that is misusing them has either been evicted 
or otherwise moved on to happier (for us) environments.  It’s always unfortunate that a few 
individuals ruin things for everyone else.  We appreciate your patience as we work through how 
to keep the rooftop lounges available for appropriate use, and curtail their abuse.  

Children’s Toys:   People are leaving children’s toys at the tot lot in violation of the Rules.   You 
are not allowed to leave personal property anywhere in the common areas of the buildings or 
property.  The staff will remove the toys and hold them for 30 days.  You may stop by the office 
to retrieve them.  After 30 days they will be donated to a charity.   

Basketball court:  After months of disturbances to our residents from people using our 
basketball court after hours, (trespassers and residents alike), the Board has decided to have 
the court fenced and locked.   This should curtail the trespassing, and then it will only be a 
matter of our residents abiding by the Rules. 

Homeowner & Renters Insurance:   The Board wants to encourage every owner and renter to 
carry adequate insurance on their home and furnishings.  It is very foolish to not maintain 
adequate coverage, and most mortgage companies require this as well. 

After Hours Property Issues:   Residents are asked to please call the office to report property 
issues, so that the engineer on-call will be notified and can come to the property to address the 
issue.   Please call the Association office at 703-768-3800 to report an issue, even if the office is 
closed, the answering service will notify the on-call engineer.  Thank you.  

Parking Enforcement:   The Association is stepping up enforcement of parking on the property.  
Please ensure your River Towers sticker is displayed in the appropriate window of your vehicle, that 
you are parked in the appropriate area, that your guest’s vehicles have a guest sticker displayed 
and are parked in the guest parking lot only.  The towing company will be patrolling the property, 
and towing vehicles beginning at 3:00 a.m. 

FEMA Rating Changed for 6621:  FEMA has placed the 6621 building back in the flood zone.  New 
updated forms are in the office for owners needing to provide proof of flood insurance to their 
mortgage company.    

Packages Accepted by the Office:   The Association office is going to limit the amount of packages 
they will accept in the future.  When this courtesy service was begun, it was for occasional small 
packages or oversized envelopes but now, with the advent of on-line shopping, huge amounts of 
boxes are being delivered daily and the office is not equipped for this.  In the future when you 
order something, you will need to make arrangements to be home to receive it, or plan to pick it up 
at the Post Office or shipping facility.  Thank you. 

Work Requests & the Maintenance Staff:   The Board is looking at the number of work requests 
the maintenance staff receive from residents because there have been instances where the staff 
was unable to attend to a resident’s request because Association work took precedence.    
Residents need to understand that staff’s first responsibility is to the work of the Association. 

Dogs & the Picnic Grove:   Please be advised that dogs are not allowed in the picnic grove at 
any time.  The posted signs clearly state this.  If you are having a picnic there, leave your dog at 
home and please tell your guests to do the same. 

 


