
   RIVER VIEWS… 

Special Edition 

Association Rule of the Month:  In an effort to encourage understanding of the Association’s Rules and 
Regulations, space will be devoted here each edition to covering one or two rules in an abbreviated 
format to not only explain the rule but the reasoning behind it.   If after this abbreviated explanation, 
you have further questions you are encouraged to refer to your copy of the Rules & Regulations in its 
entirety. 

Smoking:    Here’s a hot button topic for just about everyone.  For smokers it’s because they don’t want 
their privileges infringed upon, and non-smokers because they don’t want secondhand smoke and 
cigarette butts.   Let’s break the issue down into manageable pieces regarding the rules.   

Common Areas:   River Towers is a smoke-free environment anywhere inside the common areas of 
the buildings.   Smoking is only allowed on the rooftop decks and an ashtray has been provided for 
disposal of butts.   Please be aware that if you are the individual who is flicking your cigarette butts 
off the roof, you have damaged the awning on the patio below and the replacement of that awning 
will cost the Association (meaning all of us…) $4,000.00!  Be advised it is this is the type of 
nonsensical behavior that infuriates people because it’s silly, destructive and unnecessary. 

In Unit:   Smoking inside your unit is permitted.  That being said, your right to smoke inside your unit 
doesn’t trump the rights of your neighbors to have to tolerate secondhand smoke which emanates 
underneath the doors into the hallway and then into their units.   There isn’t a lot of difference 
between smoke and noise really.  You are allowed to enjoy your music too, until it disturbs your 
neighbors at which point you are infringing on their right to enjoy their home, which could be 
addressed as a covenant issue.   Is smoke any different?  If you smoke, please be responsible.  Install 
a fan to pull air out the windows, smoke away from doorways, purchase an air purifier and run it.  
The Association is looking into purchasing air purifiers which it will sell to residents who smoke in 
their units in an effort to try and alleviate some of the smoke infiltration problem. 

On the Grounds:  Smoking is not allowed at the pool.   Smoking is allowed on the grounds and trash 
receptacles have been provided throughout the property for butts.  Some smokers feel it’s 
acceptable to drop their cigarette butts on the sidewalks, in the grass or flower beds.   I can tell you 
with assurance that nobody wants to see any evidence that you were there before them.   Pick up 
after yourself and follow the rules!   

Residential Hallways to be Redone!   At long last, the Board has contracted with CCA Interiors to 
redecorate the residential hallways in all three buildings.  This will consist of new floor covering and new 
paint and trim for the walls and doors.  This is a big ticket item and hasn’t been done since 19__.   We’ve 
all been concerned about the appearance of our hallways and we are excited about this project and the 
fresh, updated look it will provide.   Actual work should proceed sometime this summer and will be 
ongoing in all three buildings simultaneously.   Notices will be posted beforehand to keep you apprised 
of the schedule for work in your building and on your floor.   Your understanding and cooperation will be 
appreciated during this process as some inconvenience will be unavoidable. 

  



Watch Service Coming!   Please be advised that the Board has contracted with Eagle Protection Services 
to provide scattered hour watch service for the property.  This is to address concerns about safety and 
security brought by residents and will also help to ensure Association rules related to use of basketball, 
picnic and other amenity areas are enforced.   Please remember that if you should observe any 
suspicious activity your first call should always be to the Fairfax County Police non-emergency number 
(703) 691-2131. 

Westgrove Dog Park:   Fairfax County has decided to use part of the parcel of land adjacent to River 
Towers for a dog park.   River Towers is very concerned about  both the noise this will pose for our 
residents and the ecological runoff into Dyke Marsh.  If you would care to let Fairfax County know your 
opinion on this proposal you may go to their website:  Parkmail@fairfaxcountry.gov.   Tom Julian and 
Stephen Beach, of the River Towers Board, will craft a letter to voice River Towers concerns.    

Bulk Trash Pickup:   The Association has contracted to have bulk trash picked up once a month.  The 
schedule will be posted soon.  This will provide a great opportunity for residents to discard large items 
they no longer want (i.e., furniture, appliances, etc.).  Please be advised, however, that leaving these 
items at the loading dock or dumpsters at any other time is strictly forbidden.  Anyone doing so will be 
assessed the fee the Association has to pay to have the item removed and can also potentially be 
charged for a covenant violation. 

June In-Service Special – Shut off Valves:   Replacement of shut off valves will be the maintenance 
special this month.  In an effort to minimize interruptions to water service, we ask residents who 
anticipate wanting this repair performed to please notify the office as soon as possible, so that they can 
coordinate as many valve replacements in a single tier as possible, which minimizes disruption of water 
service to neighbors.   Notices have gone out but it’s not too late!  For more information or to learn 
about costs, call the Association office (703) 768-3800 to schedule the work.  Our staff handles it, and 
you don’t even have to take off work.  It’s a bargain! 

Basketball Court Usage:   The Board has been informed recently by numerous residents of problems 
with the usage of our basketball court.  There is a certain amount of angst about how it’s being used and 
who is using it.   It’s pretty clear that at times we have people trespassing onto our property, and we 
also have people using it afterhours, creating noise, litter and unsanitary conditions (i.e., there are no 
bathrooms out there).   The Board would like to hear your thoughts about the basketball court and 
whether you feel it provides a worthwhile amenity or has become a detriment to our property.   Please 
let us hear from you.    

Immediate Fines:   Please be advised that the Board has authorized the Site Manager to issue immediate 
fines for Association rules violations for unscheduled moves (occurring on Sundays, holidays or after 
allowed hours) and illegal dumping of furniture and appliances at the loading docks or dumpsters.  For 
illegal dumping, the individual will be charged the fee the Association has to pay to have the items 
hauled away as well as a fine for the rules violation.     

Laundry Room Unclaimed Items Bin:    The Association placed a bin in the corner of each laundry room 
beside the newspaper box for people to place clothing that had been left in the washers or dryers.  Over 
time these bins have become places where people are putting their unwanted housewares, canned 
goods, books, clothing, etc.   The Board has considered removing the bins entirely in order to curtail 
their misuse.   Please do not place your unwanted items in the laundry rooms, the exercise room or 
anywhere else on the property.   Donate these items to Good Will, the Salvation Army, AMVETS or a 
local food bank.   Thank you. 

Canoe & Kayak Rack:   The boats on the canoe and kayak rack must be registered with the office and 
pay an annual fee to rent a rack.  Each canoe or kayak must display a registration sticker from the office.  
Any boat not registered and displaying a sticker will be disposed of.   

 Thought for the Month:     It’s pretty hard to tell what does bring happiness; poverty and wealth have 
both failed.  – Kin Hubbard 
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