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March Board of Directors Meeting –   The Board met on March 20th in the Club Room for 
their regular monthly meeting. Some of the highlights from the meeting were: 

• Decision:   Selection of Deleon & Stang Auditing Firm  $7,100  Approved 
• Decision:   Pool Deck Repairs/Coating $30,800 Approved 
• Decision:  Elevator Pit Work (all 3 bldgs.) $63,000 Approved 
• Decision:  Elevator Hall Call Button Panels ($37,500)  Approved 
• Decision:   Purchase of 10 park benches - $7,500 Approved 
• Decision:  Collection Policy Resolution Approved 
• Decision:  Purchase of LCD Projector by Landscape & Grounds, $600.  Approved 
• Decision:  Tree Pruning  Approved 
• Discussion:  Installation of bridge drains – deferred to April for more info 
• Discussion:  Web Site - request for additional information and pricing  
• Discussion:  Continued drainage problem in the garden area 

The full minutes of the meeting are available in the Association office for anyone who would 
like to stop by and read them.    

Open Forum –  
• A 6641 resident wondered if the Town Meeting in 41 Bldg. was scheduled and requested 

the office create a card of important Association phone numbers for the residents 
• A 6631 resident reported that the most recent snow removal was much better and was 

concerned about the safety of the migrating geese 
• A 6641 Resident indicated that River Towers had not submitted a formal comment on 

the proposed work by the Park Service on other portions of the marsh 
• A 6641 resident is concerned about the water problem in the laundry room, and would 

like further discussion about controlling the amount of major home improvement 
projects that are going on at any one time. 
 

Town Hall Meeting in 6641- On Wednesday, March 26 at 6:30 p.m. members of the Board of 
Directors and Committee Chairs will conduct the first of three town hall meetings in the lobby 
of the 6641 building. The residents of that building are invited to join us in their first floor lobby 
for a discussion on topics of interest or concern about life at River Towers.  The town hall 
meetings in the 6631 and 6621 buildings will be scheduled for April and May. 
 

 

RIVER VIEWS …MARCH 2014 



Easter Egg Hunt - The Board is pleased to announce it is hosting an Easter egg hunt for the 
children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews of our residents.  It is scheduled for April 12, at 
11:00 (Rain Date: April 19).  There will also be an egg race and other fun activities and 
refreshments.   RSVP’s have been put under doors.  Please let us know how many children to 
expect, so we know how many eggs to hide and refreshments to have on hand.  Please return 
your form to the Association office by April 4.     
 
Highlight:  Landscape & Grounds Committee - The Landscape and Grounds Committee is an 
active group of people who enjoy the challenge of helping manage our 26 beautiful acres.  One 
of our goals is to educate our residents about the many different plantings and trees that 
abound on our grounds.  In March we will be sharing pictures and information on four different 
shrubs and plants that you might not have noticed if Deborah Hammer had not put together a 
montage of plants that currently are blooming in late winter.  You can see Deborah’s montage 
on the rear lobby bulletin board in each building.  Afterwards, take a walk and see the beauty in 
person.    

In April, we will be publishing in the "River Views" an essay that our dear friend Bill Detweiler 
wrote several years ago entitled "Blossoms Everywhere--and More to Come."  Bill was our first 
chair for the L&G committee and had a great eye for seeing both the grand flowering Kwanzan 
cherry trees as well as the tiny clumps of star-like Ipheions that nestle beneath the trees.  We 
hope you will take a walk around the three buildings as Bill did and become familiar with the 
flowers and shrubs that assure us that Spring has indeed arrived! 

Spring Yard Sale April 26 - A reminder that the River Towers Spring Yard Sale is fast approaching.  
If you haven’t turned in your request to sell, then you need to do that.  The Events Committee will be 
procuring tables based on the requests they have received beforehand.   The deadline to apply for a 
table is April 19. 

Communications - The Board is pleased to announce that Katherine Smitherman has agreed to 
Chair the committee.  The committee’s main focus at present will be the establishment of a 
website for the Association.   Please keep this in mind during the next few months and be sure 
to capture pictures of life at River Towers.  We will be making a call for photos soon.   If you 
have a background or interest in this type of work, or have suggestions for information to be 
included in the website, please contact Katherine via the Association office and leave your 
name, phone number or e-mail address and she will get in touch with you.  Also watch for 
notices on the bulletin boards of upcoming committee meetings and come sit in.    

RT ‘Brown Out’ - During the weekend of February 22-23 a large section of the outside lights 
around the 41 building went out.  Several days later the problem seemed to creep over to the 
area behind the 31 building.  Kolb Electric came out on February 27th and determined that there 
was a short underground and they needed to abandon the current conduit and pull a new line 
from the junction box outside the laundry room over to the 1st pole light.   

New Laundry Room/Exercise Room Blinds – Sadly, the newly installed blinds have already 
had to be repaired by Next Day Blinds.  This is due in some part to continual rough use.  
Management requests that residents limit the adjustments they make to only change the angle 
of the slats.   Thank you. 



Fun Thursday – Bingo!  Each Thursday at 11:00 the Fun Thursday group meets in the 6631 
Club Room to share lunch (bring your own) and catch up on neighborly news.  Then at 12:00 
they get down to some serious Bingo playing.  Note that they play for dimes so don’t come 
empty handed! On the last Thursday of the month they have a birthday cake to celebrate the 
birthdays that occurred during the month.  Don’t be left out…..come by and join in the fun! 

Memorial to Bill Detweiler – As many of you know we recently lost our longtime friend and 
neighbor and former chair of the Landscape and Grounds Committee.  Bill was an institution at 
River Towers and he loved this property and the people who live here.  To honor Bill’s devotion 
to our community, the Board on behalf of the Association is having a bench installed by a newly 
planted tree in the meadow across from the picnic grove.  The date for the dedication will be 
announced when arrangements have been made. 

Aging Pipes – Everyone is aware that we are dealing with an aging in infrastructure.  Because 
of this we implore all of our residents to refrain from using chemicals like Draino on their 
kitchen and bathroom drains.  These products are very caustic and damage the pipes!  If you 
have a slow running drain, you can try plunging it or call the office to request maintenance to 
snake to the drain.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter.   

Carelessness and/or Neglect – Recently there have been a number of flooding issues that 
were caused by residents leaving faucets running unattended and causing a flood.  PLEASE be 
aware of what you’re doing.  In a condominum where you share common walls and floors with 
other units, this type disruption and damage is completely avoidable. 

Owners are also reminded that they are required by the Condominium By-Laws to maintain 
their property in good working order.  They may not allow a condition to exist that creates a 
hazard, wastes resources, incurs damage to surrounding units, or costs the Association money 
in damages or wasted utilities.  

Parking at the Loading Dock - A reminder that you may only park your vehicle at the loading 
dock for 30 minutes.  Any vehicle parked longer than that is subject to towing.  There are signs 
posted to this affect and telling you where you can retrieve your vehicle. 

Osprey on ‘Live Cam’ - Recently the Mount Vernon Gazette had a piece about a community 
down the Parkway from us at Little Hunting Creek that installed a camera with infrared 
capability for night viewing of an osprey nest.  This was done while the birds were away this 
winter.  The ospreys have now returned and are re-building the nest.  The live video may be 
accessed at:  www.littlehuntingcreek.org/ospreycam.html  It’s cool.  Check it out! 

Tennis Court will be Back in Business – Soon the new backboards will be reinstalled at the tennis 
court and keys will be available to purchase from the office for the gate.  Please remember that the 
court is for residents use only and all Association rules for hours and noise apply. 

Phone Answering System in the Office - Recently a resident spoke to the Board during Open 
Forum about her concern when needing to contact the office if there is an emergency.  When 
the office is open, but the staff is unavailable to answer an incoming call, the answering machine 
tells the caller to leave a message and staff will return the call.  The message does not give the 
emergency contact number because the office is open and the call should be logged through 

http://www.littlehuntingcreek.org/ospreycam.html


them and sent to the engineering staff.  Here are the numbers to call to report an issue on the 
property 

Office:  703-768-3800 
After hours Answering Service: 

Emergency:  800- 
We have an office staff to answer calls between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. weekdays.  If the office 
is closed either because it is after hours or there is a weather event, then you should call the 
Afterhours answering service and they will contact the on-call engineer. 

During regular office hours if you call the office and get the recorded message, then the staff is 
on another line and you need to leave a message for them to return your call.   

After-hours when the office is closed any calls to the office go to the Switchboard Operator who 
takes a message and if necessary, contacts the on-call engineer if there is a problem. 

New Benches Around the Property – The Board has approved purchase of 10 new benches to 
replace some of the existing benches that are in bad shape.  All of the new benches are made from 
resin compound which is durable and eco-friendly.  Our old wooden benches have attracted carpenter 
bees and also the squirrels like to munch on them. Eventually we will replace all of the old benches 
and add several new ones as well. There will be plenty of seating areas for quiet reflection, reading or 
just enjoying the sunshine and our lovely park-like property. 

Roof Deck Lounges – With the coming of spring and the nicer weather we expect more people will 
want to enjoy the roof deck lounges. It certainly can be a pleasant place to visit and we don’t want to 
discourage this, but we urge people to remember that there are residents living below the decks and 
voices carry. The hours of use for the decks are: ______ to ______.  If the nearby residents are 
disturbed again by noise from people on the decks in the middle of the night, management may need 
to secure them at night which would be unfortunate.  Your assistance with this is appreciated. 

Bulk Trash Pickup - The dates are on Thursday, April 3rd and April 17th.  Items may be left at the 
dumpsters on Wednesday evening before to be picked up the next day. 

6641 Exercise Room – As of this writing the new equipment has been delivered and the room should 
be available for residents to purchase a key from the office and begin using.  Please enjoy this new 
amenity and return the room to order after you leave it.  Please ensure that you return any weights 
you’ve used to the tower and do not leave them on the floor.  The room will be equipped with hand 
sanitizer and wipes to clean the equipment after you’ve used it.  Thank you and happy work outs!   

Baby Pool Work – You may have noticed (or heard) the work being done at the pool.  The pool 
contactor is fixing a problem that last year required the baby pool to be refilled several times a week.  
The pool will be in good shape and ready for the opening on May 24th.  

Association Terminology – The term ‘resident’ refers to owners and renters alike.  Anyone in good 
standing in the Association (current on assessments with no outstanding rules violations) is a resident 
and eligible to use the facilities of the Association, while abiding by the Association Rules and 
Regulations.     

Thought for the Month:  An object in possession seldom retains the same charm that it had in 
pursuit.  – Pliny the Younger 


