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Association Rule of the Month:  In an effort to encourage understanding of the Association’s Rules and 
Regulations, space will be devoted here each edition to covering one or two rules in an abbreviated 
format to not only explain the rule but the reasoning behind it.   If after this abbreviated explanation, 
you have further questions you are encouraged to refer to your copy of the Rules & Regulations in its 
entirety. 

 Noise Issues:   Because noise can be the single largest contributor to dissatisfaction with condominium 
living, River Towers Rules state that, among other things, every unit must have carpet with padding 
covering 80% of the floor surface.   We know that some units have gone to hardwood floors and are not 
in compliance.  If those residents are served with a noise complaint, their non-compliance with carpet 
and padding may become an issue. 

Beyond carpeting and padding, it takes a conscious effort on our part to be mindful of the amount of 
noise we make so that we don’t negatively impact others.  Once we are inside our units it is easy to 
forget that we are surrounded on nearly all sides by neighbors.   Some amount of noise must be 
expected, however, if you experience unacceptable noise from a neighbor, please introduce yourself 
and courteously ask them to stop the offending behavior.  If you are approached by a neighbor who is 
disturbed by noise from your unit, please try to find an equitable solution to the problem.  Remember, 
the next time around you could be in their shoes.  If the problem can’t be resolved in a neighborly 
manner, a formal complaint form (available in the Association office) is your next course of action.  The 
owner and/or tenant will be notified by letter of the complaint and given an opportunity to correct the 
situation.  If that doesn’t solve the problem, the issue will go before the Covenants Committee for 
resolution.   

 Basketball Court:   Our basketball court is for the sole use of our residents.  Period.   Of course a 
resident may have friends over to play, but the resident must be present at all times.   Players must be 
careful of their language and keep the noise to a minimum so as to not disturb the residents whose 
windows and balconies are on that side of the building.  The court is not to be used after 8:00 p.m.   
Recently a group was seen using the court after dark and had parked their vehicle with headlights on to 
illuminate the court.   The police were called and the group was told to leave. 

Pool Work:  The pool is presently undergoing a facelift.  It became evident last year that the waterline 
tile was very worn and in need or replacement.   In order to replace the tile, the coping stone around the 
perimeter of the pool also needed to be replaced.  These two items may have been original to the 
construction of the pool many years ago.   Along with that work, the pebble stone floor of the picnic 
area and the other covered seating area is being resurfaced too.   The pool is scheduled to open 
Memorial Day weekend and close on Labor Day.  The Board of Directors has contracted with the pool 
company to keep the pool open for the additional weekend of September 7-8.  

 



26 Acres to Roam:    We are so fortunate to have the beautiful grounds we have.  It’s nearly unheard of 
in the metropolitan area to be able to look out your window and see green … and not a concrete jungle 
of other buildings, highways and traffic.  What a treasure!   And because we have the abundance of 
land, areas were created specifically as a playground area for children, a picnic grove for our residents to 
enjoy, a volleyball court, and acres of green grass to play on.  All of this is located by design across the 
canal and away from the buildings and the windows of residents who want to enjoy the peace and quiet 
of their home.   Please take advantage of the beautiful spaces which were created for relaxation and 
play as opposed to the lawn areas directly behind the buildings.    

Gardening Season is Here:   The 2013 River Towers garden season began with the return of 35 
gardeners along with 10 new gardeners.  April in the garden was busy with community projects such as 
removing bamboo, repairing the interior of the garden shed, and restoring broken fence line.  By mid-
May the gardens will all be planted.  This year all garden plots are full; but if you are interested in 
gardening, fill out an application in the management office, and you will be placed on the waiting list for 
the next garden vacancy.  [Submitted by Sidney Brown, Garden Co-Chair] 

Recent Events:   There have been four instances of automobiles parked on our property having their 
license plates stolen.  Each incident occurred in overnight hours.  Officer Kotteman of the Mount Vernon 
Police Station states this is a really hard crime to prevent with the access issues and the fact you can't 
really bolt the license plate to the car.  He states one way to make the tags harder to remove would be 
to get license plate screws with a non-standard tool pattern (like star or hex head).  Outside of that, it 
continues to be important for residents (especially those up in the wee hours of the morning) to always 
be on the lookout for suspicious activity. Most people have a great view to survey a parking lot or area 
of the property from their dwelling windows.  Any suspicious activity should be called in immediately to 
the Fairfax County Police non-emergency number (703-691-2131). 

 Bulk Trash Pickup:   The Association has contracted to have bulk trash picked up once a month.  The 
schedule will be posted soon.  This will provide a great opportunity for residents to discard large items 
they no longer want (i.e., furniture, appliances, etc.).  Please be advised, however, that leaving these 
items at the loading dock or dumpsters at any other time is strictly forbidden.  Anyone doing so will be 
assessed the fee the Association has to pay to have the item removed. 
 
June In-Service Special – Shut off Valves:   Replacement of shut off valves will be the maintenance 
special for June.  In an effort to minimize interruptions to water service, we ask residents who anticipate 
wanting this repair performed in their unit to please notify the office as soon as possible, so that they 
can coordinate as many valve replacements in a single tier as possible to minimize disruption of water 
service to your neighbors.   A notice will go out from the office as the date approaches, but please give 
some consideration to this matter now!  For more information or to learn about costs, please call the 
Association office (703) 768-3800 to schedule the work.  Our staff handles it, and you don’t even have to 
take off work.  It’s a bargain! 

Recreational Vehicle Parking:   The parking spaces allocated for recreational vehicles have been 
reconfigured and moved to another portion of the parking lot on the East side of the 6621 building.  
Soon the office will notify those people who are parking their recreational equipment in the central part 
of the parking lot, to move their recreational vehicles into an assigned space.  These spaces will be 
charged a yearly fee and their space will be reserved exclusively for their use.     

Wildlife:    River Towers is beautifully and uniquely situated next to federally protected natural wetlands 
and our 26 acres welcomes a variety of wildlife, from beavers, ducks, deer, fox, turtles, eagles, cranes, 
squirrels, birds ……and those dear Canada geese!   Please understand that the wildlife which shares our 
property does not need our assistance in being fed.   Feeding the wildlife is expressly forbidden 
anywhere on Association grounds.          

Thought for the Month:    We could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in the 
world.  – Helen Keller 
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