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November 6 - Special Board Meeting - The newly elected Board of Directors met on 
November 6th for a special meeting to get a jump start on some of the open issues left over 
from the past Board year and some ‘housekeeping’ issues for the coming year.   Among the 
topics discussed and decisions made were approval of the new chair for the upper elevator 
lobbies, approval of the planter arrangements, request for another proposal for signage in 
the buildings and property, request for further information on window treatments for the 
laundry and workout rooms, and request to have a lighting study done for the residential 
hallways and Club Room.  

Open Forum - A healthy number of residents attended the meeting and spoke at Open 
Forum.  Among the topics they raised were adding a piece of art work to the residential 
hallways, concern about hallway renovation issues, repair of unit thresholds, adding an 
additional recycling container for cardboard boxes at the dumpster area,  and lighting 
deficiencies in the parking lots.   

At the meeting Board President, Denise Davis, also confirmed the chairpersons for the seven 
standing committees.  They are:  Covenants (Bethany Kucia), Budget and Finance (Zach 
MacNamara), Communications (Jane Knowlton), Landscape & Grounds (Martha Bitar, 
Chair, Deborah Hammer, Co-Chair), Events (Nancy Buchanan), Garden (Sydney Brown) and 
Neighborhood Watch (Linda Taylor, Coordinator).  Thank you to all of these individuals and 
their committee members for their many contributions to our community. 

November 21 Board Meeting - The regular monthly meeting of the Board was held and 
some of the highlights discussed and decisions made were: 

Open Forum:   Mailbox exteriors need refinishing and hardware on exterior doors is very 
warn; establish an e-mail list of residents to send Association notices to instead of placing 
under the doors; Fairfax County’s proposed new noise ordinance and Westgrove Park in 
general 

Decisions Made:  New exercise equipment for the 31 and 41 rooms, new window blinds for 
the laundry rooms and exercise rooms, new light pole near the 41 rear parking lot and 
bridge, new doorknobs on common area doors (uniform style/finish).      

Decisions Deferred to December:   The Board requested additional information on the 
management company proposals, the FIOS proposal, the lighting study, the collection policy 
resolution, and new interior signage in the buildings.  



Rules, rules, rules – “Let’s Talk Trash” - Everyone is familiar with the trash chute rooms 
and recycling boxes located on each of the upper floors.   No question about it, it’s a great 
convenience for our residents, but its misuse also creates problems for the Association.   It’s 
hard to comprehend, but people will sometimes actually put raw garbage down the chute, 
soiling the entire system and causing the Association unnecessary expense to have it 
sanitized.  This type of idiotic behavior isn’t only expensive but also creates the environment 
for roaches to thrive which is something that we make a concerted effort to avoid.   

Let’s talk trash shall we?  NOTHING is to be put down the chute unless it is secured inside a 
sealed garbage bag.   If you have a bag that is too big to fit down the chute…..then you must  
take it down either to the first floor trash room or, better yet, outside to the dumpster.  
Liquids should never be put down the chute even if they are in a container and inside a 
sealed bag.  Also, DO NOT leave anything (broken sweepers, boxes, etc.) in the upper trash 
chute rooms for the cleaning staff or your neighbors to deal with.  That’s your responsibility.   

We are happy that so many people have embraced the recycling movement.  You are to be 
applauded and River Towers tries to facilitate this for our residents by supplying bins on 
each floor for this purpose.  PLEASE be considerate and wash your recycling containers 
before you place them in the bins.  (See the above rant about roaches.) 

Committee Info –  

The Events Committee is in the planning stages for this year’s Holiday Party (Dec. 15 from 5-
7 p.m.) and welcomes participation by residents.  The more the merrier!  Please watch the 
bulletin boards for the next planning meeting and join them to pitch in and help.   Your 
special ideas and talents will be appreciated and it’s a fun way to meet people and get in the 
spirit of the season! 

The Communications Committee is also looking for individuals interested in serving on the 
committee and working on the website and newsletter.  Anyone interested should leave a 
message for Jane Knowlton at the Association office and she will return your call. 

Upcoming Bulk Trash Pickup Days - December 5th and 19th 

Basketball Court is Closed – Please be advised that the basketball court is closed until 
further notice.  It was recently found that at least one of the poles that support the backboard 
was nearly rusted through and will need to be replaced.  Until then, please refrain from using 
the court.  Also, in the next several weeks work will also commence to install fencing around 
the court after which it will be locked and residents will require a key to gain access. 

Santa’s Ride 2013:  Again this year the Fairfax County Police at Mount Vernon Station will be 
collecting donations of toys for area children.  The toys will be delivered by Santa and his 
helpers to children at INOVA Fairfax Hospital Child Life Center, Georgetown Hospital and the 
Lombardi Cancer Center.  Toys will also go to various local charities including the Ronald 
McDonald House and the Reston F.I.S.H. (For Immediate Sympathetic Help).   Anyone wishing 
to make a donation should bring a new, unwrapped toy, game, book, or other gift to the 
Mount Vernon Police station. All donations should be made before 9 a.m. Monday, December 
9.  There will be boxes inside the precinct station marked for “Santa’s Ride”. 


