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RIVER VIEWS                           July 2019 

 
View of Dyke Marsh Painted by Resident Megan Maloney  

River Towers Condominium Office 
6621 Wakefield Drive, Alexandria, VA 22307 

 
Phone: 703-768-3800     Email: Rivertowerscondos@gmail.com 

Website: Rivertowerscondo.org 
 

Summer Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:00-5:30 

Tuesday & Thursday from 10-7:30 
Saturday from 10-5 

Sunday - Closed 
 

After Hours Urgent Matters: 301-879-1217     For Emergencies, Dial 911 
 

mailto:Rivertowerscondos@gmail.com
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Important Dates:  
● Summer Saturday Move-in Hours are 10-4:30 (Monday-Friday 8-6 hours remain unchanged) 

     *No moves are permitted on Sundays or holidays; fines may be imposed for violations 
● Bulk Trash Pickup is on Thursdays; bring items to dumpster area after 6 p.m. on 

Wednesdays. 
● Water Shutoff dates, if needed:  

     6621 - August 15 and September 19 
     6631 - August 13 and September 17 
     6641 - August 14 and September 18  

● July 22 Cinema 31 Movie Night: Life of Pi at 7:00 in Club Room 
● July 24 & 25 Trash Chutes Cleaned 
● July 25 Board Meeting at 7 p.m. in Club Room 
● July 30 Book Club discussion: “Life of Pi” at 7:00 in Club Room 
● August In-Unit Special – Garbage Disposals, $115 including parts and labor 
● August 2 Call for Board Candidate Nominations letter mailed 
● August 5 Communications Committee Meeting from 7-8:30 p.m. in Club Room 
● August 14 Budget Committee Meeting, 7 p.m. in Club Room 
● August 20 Landscape and Grounds Committee Meeting, 7 p.m. in Club Room 
● August 26 Cinema 31 Movie Night: A Fish Called Wanda at 7:00 in Club Room 
● August 27 Book Club Discussion: “Secret Life of Trees” at 7 p.m. in Club Room 
● August 29 Board Meeting and 2020 Budget at 7 p.m. in Club Room 
● September 3 – Deadline to submit Board Member Nomination Petition 

 
In This Issue:  

1. Convectors  
2. Board Decisions 
3. Garden Update 
4. Communications & Survey Results 
5. Meet your Wild Neighbors  
6. File of Life  
7. Have a Little Consideration – Help Make our Community Great-er! 
8. Resident Inquiries 
9. Shout Out! 

 
Convectors (Heating & Cooling Appliances) 
 

Please Check Your Convectors Regularly During Summer Months. Residents are strongly 
encouraged to ensure convectors are draining properly to avoid a mess to their floor and 
possible damage to their neighbors ceiling below, which can result in high repairs costs to unit 
owners.   
 
Here’s How:  On the top of your convector at each end are small doors.  One is where you can 
regulate the fan controls, the other is where you can find your drip pan.  Shine a flashlight in 
and you should not see any standing water (other than minor moisture and condensation) in 
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the drip pan, and the drainage hole should be visible and not blocked.  If the hole appears to be 
blocked and your drip pan appears to have standing water (anything more than a minimal  
amount of moisture), you should call the office immediately to have one of the engineers check 
to see if the line needs to be cleared.  
 
Please Keep Windows and Doors Closed When Air Conditioning Is On. This increases energy 
use, which may result in higher condo fees. Condensation, pipe breakage, mold, and water 
damage are other potential repercussions.   
 
Want/Need New Convectors?   Quality Air Services will provide a bulk rate discount on 
convectors if they replace 21+ convectors; more if they replace 51+.   If interested, please email 
resident meganbarnettrivertowers@gmail.com by July 31. Please note that this is an owner-led 
initiative and River Towers Condominium Association is not able to endorse any vendor.   
 

Board Decisions 
 

 Four Walls Painting was selected to paint trash rooms, service and residential hallways. 
Work is expected to begin in September. 

 Facility Engineering Associates (FEA) was selected to perform the 2019 reserve study, at 
$18,000.  

 The board approved summer office hours due to staff vacancies. 

Garden Update 
 

There are 49 resident gardeners at River Towers. In a survey following the June Garden 
Committee Meeting, the respondents (about 50% of gardeners) voted 14 to 12 to eliminate the 
use of Roundup or other herbicides containing glyphosate in the garden. At the July meeting, 
the gardeners agreed on a plan to tackle the growing problem of invasive bamboo grass and 
other weeds using a combination of home-grown remedies (detergent, salt, and vinegar); weed 
whacking; covering affected areas with plastic, garden cloth, or cardboard; and digging out the 
roots.   
 

Communications Survey Results 

Seventy-nine residents completed the survey, and results were generally positive. Respondents 
voted “NO” to a Resident Directory by a narrow margin. Email correspondence was identified as 
the preferred mode of contact by most respondents.  The building with the most completed 
surveys will have its hallways painted first, as follows:  
 

First: Building 6621 – 35 surveys completed 
Second:  Building 6641 – 23 surveys completed 
Third:  Building 6631 – 21 surveys completed 

In response to the question about choosing River Towers, 54% indicated Location/Convenience 
as the top reason, 23% indicated Grounds and 21% Price.  

mailto:meganbarnettrivertowers@gmail.com
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Buildings 

 
N/A 

 
Poor or 
Below 
Average 

 
Average 

 
Good or Excellent 

Exteriors  16% 30% 53% 
Interiors 1% 34% 34% 30% 
Lobby 1% 28% 32% 39% 
Laundry Room 4% 17% 36% 43% 
Exercise Room  36% 38% 27% 
Rooftop 1% 18% 26% 55% 
Average 2% 25% 33% 41% 
     
Landscape and 
Grounds 

N/A Poor or 
Below 
Average 

Average Good or Excellent 

Pool 1% 3% 8% 88% 
Picnic Area, etc.  4% 8% 89% 
Parking  11% 25% 64% 
Garden Plots 7% 4% 15% 74% 
Average 4% 5% 14% 79% 
     
Management N/A Poor or 

Below 
Average 

Average Good or Excellent 

Responsiveness  17% 21% 63% 
Customer Service 1% 15% 27% 56% 
Repair Requests  22% 11% 67% 
Other 82% 9% 0% 9% 
Average 1% 18% 19% 62% 
     
Communication N/A Poor or 

Below 
Average 

Average Good or Excellent 

Website 9% 23% 27% 41% 
Newsletter 8% 12% 18% 63% 
Posted Notices 8% 6% 21% 66% 
Delivery Notices 4% 13% 19% 63% 
Average 7% 13% 21% 58% 
     
Security N/A Poor or 

Below 
Average 

Average Good or Excellent 

Lighting 2% 14% 31% 54% 
Phone intercom entry 4% 26% 15% 56% 
Cameras 10% 33% 28% 30% 
Average 5% 21% 24% 49% 
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Meet Your Wild Neighbors! A new occasional series, by resident Deborah Hammer.  
 

Introducing Bullfrog 
If you have ever wandered down to the canal or marsh in the evening, no doubt you have heard 
the deep croak of our neighbors, the American Bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeianus or Rana 
catesbeiana). These amphibians usually live for about 9 years in the wild and can grow to weigh 
over one pound (females are larger than the males.) They spend most of their lives in the water 
and are brown, green, or grey in color, often with spots. They can be distinguished by from 
other frogs by both their size and their large tympanum, or circular eardrums, on the sides of 
their heads. Only males make the distinctive sounds, which they do during breeding season to 
woo females. During mating, the female can lay up to 20,000 eggs. The eggs hatch into tadpoles 
and can remain in that state between 3 months and 3 years before metamorphizing into adult 
frogs. The adults will eat literally anything they can fit into their mouths, including other 
bullfrogs. Their camouflage and propensity to remain mostly hidden in the water makes it hard 
to see them but you can still enjoy our most common amphibian neighbor, the bullfrog. 
 

File of Life  
 

Help rescue workers quickly find important medical information when every second counts, by 
providing easy-to-access critical medical information for EMT, Fire and Police. The Penn Daw 
Fire Station has provided River Towers with medical information forms and plastic holder 
refrigerator magnets, available for pickup in the Condo Office. Firefighters recommend using an 
online form and updating it regularly when medical needs or medications change. 

A fillable form link is here: https://www.beebehealthcare.org/sites/default/files/FileOfLife.pdf 

 

 

“We might think we are nurturing our garden,  
But of course it’s our garden that is really nurturing us.”   

Jenny Uglow                                                                                  -

https://www.beebehealthcare.org/sites/default/files/FileOfLife.pdf
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Pest-Free Starts with Me! An exterminator visits River Towers every Tuesday and there is no cost 
to residents for this service. Please contact the office, as needed.  
 

Resident Inquiries  

Please give an update on the lawsuit with Travelers Insurance, related to the partial collapse. 
River Towers is working with our attorneys to negotiate a potential settlement with Travelers.  
 
Is the repair work in the 31 building complete?  
 

Unfortunately, no, it is not. We have received an estimate from KCE to complete brick and 
window work in the 02 tier of the building and do not yet have a start date for the work.  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Please email Rivertowerscom@gmail.com with questions, suggestions, and/or concerns.  Submissions 
of artwork, photos, and articles are welcome for consideration in future issues of River Views. 

        
 
Shout Out!  

                                                               
Special thanks go to Jay Jupiter 
and members of the Events 
Committee for providing fun 
summer social events, including a 
pool party, picnic, movie nights 
and our book club. We look 
forward to the next event!  
 
If you are interested in helping to 
plan events, please email Jay at 
jjup@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 Have a Little Consideration  
Help Make our Community Great-er! 

 

mailto:Rivertowerscom@gmail.com

