
RIVER VIEWS                  May 2016  

The newsletter of the River Towers Condominium Unit Owners Association 

Board of Directors Meeting – The Board met on May 26th for its regularly scheduled monthly 
meeting. Some of the topics of discussion were:   

1. Decision: Annual  Meeting and Budget Schedule - meeting dates were scheduled 
and will be posted 

2. Discussion: Impact of Belle View Elementary School Expansion 
3. Discussion: Trash Rooms on Residential Hallways - new recycling receptacles will 

be provided 
4. Decision: Lobby Decor - new lobby carpet selected 
5. Decision: Watch Service -  no watch service will be hired until further notice 

 

Electronic Delivery of River Views – This month’s edition of River Views is the first one to be 
sent electronically to residents who provided their e-mail address to the office.  If you are 
reading this in paper form and would like to receive it electronically, please provide the office 
with your e-mail address. 

 
Belle View Elementary School Construction/Expansion Project:  We were recently made 
aware by some residents of plans to expand the Belle View Elementary School.  While the 
Association office did not receive any notification, as might have been appropriate, staff looked 
into the specifics and learned that a major overhaul and addition to the facility are planned for 
early next year.  We have been told the work will potentially be noisy but will not impact green 
space abutting River Towers, though there is the potential for impact to area ecological and 
drainage systems. There is a deadline for public comments and we will make further details 
about the project available as we have them.  In the past, additions to the school have impacted 
some residents, as no noise barrier was erected by the county to try to mitigate playground 
noise and we will be asking our Supervisor to look into the potential for the county to install a 
noise barrier to help mitigate both construction and ongoing noise coming from the school. 

River Towers Produce Stand - Our new produce stand opened last week despite the rain, and 
we were encouraged to see a steady stream (no pun intended) of residents stopping by to see 
what was available. The vendor (a nice young man named Oliver) was very pleased with the 
business he received and asked that we assure people that as the season moves along he will 
have more produce each week.  He had an array of homemade jams and jellies, pies and tarts, 
breads, several kinds of apples, fresh asparagus and other vegetables, meats, eggs and a 
variety of cheeses.   His tent is set up on the sidewalk adjacent to the 21-31 guest parking lot. 
He will be there each Tuesday from 3:30 to 6:00 p.m.  We hope you will enjoy this new amenity 
and patronize his stand. 

Lobbies – New lobby carpet was selected at the meeting.  We thank those residents who took 
the time to view carpet samples and register their choices.  As was indicated, residents votes 
were taken in aggregate and the majority of you chose sample #1. The Board and Management 
made a final decision on replacement, also choosing the sample preferred by most residents 
who expressed an opinion. While there was some rather heated discussion and the choice was 
not unanimous, carpet installation will most likely occur later this summer. The new carpet is a 
broadloom, which those favoring it felt offers a nice array of warmer colors that will afford us 



more latitude on future furniture selections. The carpet’s overall pattern should also help to hide 
stains and wear.  
 

New Placard on River Towers Sign – You may have noticed the new placard installed on the 
River Towers monument on Wakefield Drive.  This placard provides an updated look to our sign, 
and accurately reflects that we are a condominium community, something our old sign didn’t 
convey since it was installed when River Towers was a rental community.    

 
Bus Shelters – The Fairfax Connector is going to replace the bus shelter on Wakefield Drive 
nearest to the 41 building.  The shelter closer to Potomac Avenue is going to be pressure 
washed and we will see how it looks after that.       
 

Solar Panels – Recently, a resident suggested we look into installing solar panels on our roofs 
as a potential cost saving/environmentally friendly measure.   Management has been asked to 
research this item and bring information to the Board for discussion and, depending on 
feasibility, possible consideration. 
 

Bulk Trash Pickup Dates – This complimentary service is provided by the Association at no 
charge to residents.  The pickup dates for June are the 10th and the 24th.  Residents may take 
their large items for disposal to the dumpster area the night before the pickup. 

Summer Stuff... 
 
Updating Facilities Passes – The pool is now open!  If you haven’t already, please take a few 
moments to fill out and return your facilities pass form to the office for processing. No one will be 
admitted to the pool without a current facilities pass.  
 

Rooftop Decks - With summer upon us residents are reminded that the rooftop decks are 
closed at 11:00 p.m. each evening.  Residents must exercise common sense when using these 
areas so that they do not disturb residents living immediately below the decks.  Keep your 
voices low, no music, and no loud talking on cell phones.  Alcoholic beverages are not allowed 
on the decks, and fireworks are not allowed anywhere on the property.  No one is allowed on 
the restricted areas of the roof at any time, for any reason.   
 

Watch Service - Typically, the Association hires a watch service to patrol the property during 
selected hours over summer months, which is costly and the results in recent years have been 
unsatisfactory. The Association will monitor activities on the property and, if necessary, a watch 
service will be hired. Otherwise, funds typically allocated for this endeavor will be used to 
enhance our security camera system. 
 

Pool Attire in Common Areas:  With pool season upon us, we would like to remind everyone 
that appropriate attire is required when in the common/public areas of the property.  Bathing suit 
cover-ups should be worn while traveling to and from the pool and while in lobbies, etc., and 
residents should avoid the front lobbies and passenger elevators when going to and from the 
pool.  Please use the service elevator during these trips. 
 

Thought for the Month – Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can. -- Arthur 
Ashe 

 


