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RIVER VIEWS                February 2015 

The newsletter of the River Towers Condominium Unit Owners Association 

 

February Board of Directors Meeting – The Board met on February 19th in the Club Room for 

their regular monthly meeting. Some of the highlights from the meeting were: 

� Decision:  Purchase Flat Screen TV & Surround Sound for Club Room ($2,500)  Approved 

� Decision:  Swimming Pool Repairs ($10,000) Approved 

� Decision:  Flood Insurance Renewal ($95,469) Approved  

� Discussion:  Reserve Study  sent to Budget & Finance Committee for Review 

 

Welcome New Administrative Office Assistant – We would like to welcome Cindy Martinez to 

our office staff. The next time you’re in the office, say hello and introduce yourself to Cindy. 

Record Breaking Cold Temperatures – February has been a brutal month for frigid cold 

temperatures in the Metro area and up and down the East coast.  Last week the 21 building 

succumbed to the cold with at least 25 frozen water pipes which began breaking out over the 

portico and then proceeded into the lobby ceiling and two units.   

These pipes carry the hot water that provides heat to the building, and so not only did the water 

have to be shut off in the building, but the heat was lost as well.  To make matters worse the 

elevators then went down in sympathy, or something.  This in the middle of extreme cold weather 

has been an awful experience for the 21 building residents.   

As of this writing (February 25) another pipe has broken out over the 21 portico and water and 

heat have been disrupted again. Along with the lessons learned from this situation, there will be 

discussions and procedures put in place to more effectively handle serious situations of this type 

in the future. 

The portico will have tarp around the perimeter and be cordoned off while this work is ongoing.  

Residents will need to access the 21 building from the side doors or rear lobby door until further 

notice.   Residents are requested to exercise caution when they are getting their mail and avoid 

anywhere where the work is being performed. 

Winter Weather and Office Closures -   A reminder in advance that the policy for our office 

staff is that if the federal government is closed due to weather, then our association office will be 

closed as well.  If the federal government is operating on a delayed arrival, then our office will be 

opening late as well.  However, our engineers and maintenance staff will be here on those days 

to deal with sidewalks and other issues.   

March Bulk Trash Pickup – The pickup dates in March are the 5th and the 19th.  Residents may 

take their large items for disposal to the dumpster area the night before the pickup. 

Events Committee Questionnaire – The new Chair of the committee has put out a 

questionnaire to solicit input from residents for their ideas for social events they’d like to see in 

the coming year.  The form will be available soon on the website under the “Events Committee” 
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page for those who would like to submit their responses electronically.  Paper copy responses 

may be put in the River Towers Correspondence Box located in the mailbox alcove of each lobby 

or taken to the office.  Your responses will be much appreciated. 

Communications Committee Request - In our ongoing effort to work on marketing our property 

to potential buyers, we would like to use the website in this effort.  There is a page on the site 

which shows the various floor plans and we would like to include photos of units that have been 

upgraded.  If you have upgraded your unit and would care to share photos that we could put on 

the website, please contact the communications Committee Chair by leaving a message with 

your name and contact information at the office and the Chair will be happy to return your call.  

Vandalism - Not often, but occasionally, an act of vandalism will occur on the property usually to 

a common element which is owned collectively by all the owners of the property.   Let’s be clear 

here.  River Towers will prosecute anyone who is found damaging or stealing anything in the 

common areas of this property.  If it turns out to be a renter they will be prosecuted and evicted.  

If it is an owner, they will be prosecuted.   

Garbage Disposals – There continue to be backups related to people putting inappropriate 

items down their garbage disposals.  Please do not place pasta, rice, asparagus, celery, coffee 

grounds, fruit peels or other such items down your garbage disposals.  These items should be 

placed in your trash, secured tightly in a garbage bag and taken downstairs to the first floor trash 

room or out to the dumpster.   

Since we’re talking trash, be advised that grocery bags or any type of shopping bag other than a 

real plastic garbage bag is unacceptable to place down the garbage chutes.  Plastic shopping 

bags will not hold up after being dropped many feet down the chute, and then hit by other bags 

landing on top of them.  Their contents end up fouling the chutes and the collection area, leading 

to pest infestations.  Please exercise common sense when disposing of your trash.   

AdHoc Trash Committee - The committee will meet in March after the weather hopefully eases 

up and they will post notices of the place and time and hope interested residents join them to 

help come up with ideas for better ways to deal with the Associations trash. 

Swimming Pool Repairs – Weather permitting in March the work should begin to replace the 

fence around the swimming pool.  It will be a very big improvement to our biggest amenity.  The 

Board has also approved $10,000 to re-grout the skimmer, replace the underwater lights with 

LED lights, re-stencil the no running signs and purchase of a pool vacuum. 

Movie Night Coming -  We would like to thank Annette Torrey for her suggestion that the 

Association purchase a flat screen TV for the Club Room to be used for Events Committee 

sponsored ‘Movie Nights’ and perhaps a Super Bowl Party.  Please keep this in mind when filling 

out the questionnaire for Events you would like to see offered in the coming year.   

 

Thought for the Month:  Work for a cause, not applause. Live life to express, not impress. Don’t 

strive to make your presence noticed, but to make your absence felt. --  Unknown 


