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RIVER VIEWS              October 4, 2017  

The newsletter of the River Towers Condominium Unit Owners Association 

Board of Directors Meeting – The Board met on September 28th for its regularly scheduled monthly 
meeting. Some of the topics of discussion were: 

1) DECISION:  2018 Budget - APPROVED 
2) DISCUSSION/DECISION:  Elevator Recommendations - APPROVED 
3) DECISION:  Intrusive Repairs and Alterations Policy – Draft Policy Under Review 
4) DECISION:  Package Delivery Policy – Deferred Pending Further Information  
5) DECISION:  Changes to Recycling Procedures – Deferred to November 
6) DISCUSSION:  Picnic Grove 
7) DISCUSSION:  Executive Session on Contracts and Staffing 

 

Lost and Found – The management office has a Lost and Found box which is nearly full of items that 
have been turned in but are unclaimed.  If you have lost keys or any other item, please stop by the office 
to see if it was turned in. 

Mail, Packages and the New Office - While it’s true that once our office relocates to new space in the 21 
building there will be a bit more room available, the simple fact is that our site office is increasingly 
looking like a mail depot. We all value this service, but some folks are valuing it a little too much, with 
many large packages being delivered on a daily basis. Moreover, because our mailboxes are so small, 
even routine mail is often dropped at the office for residents to pick up. We are looking at ways to address 
this situation, which is becoming burdensome and taking a great deal of staff time, often away from other 
duties. While we want to ensure this valuable service continues, there will need to be changes, which are 
currently under consideration, for it to remain tenable. 

KCE Meeting with Owners of Damaged Units - Representatives of our contract engineering firm will 
be meeting with owners of those units damaged as a result of the partial collapse. Most of these meetings 
will take place on October 5th and 6th, when time will be devoted to a discussion with each owner about 
a restoration plan for their unit. 

About the Lobbies - We understand there has been some level of consternation about the appearance of 
our lobbies. Some of those residing in the 21 building (as well as residents of other buildings who have 
visited 21) have expressed discontent with some recent choices. All three lobbies are slated for a minor 
face-lift, primarily involving paint/wall coverings and potentially, over time, a few new pieces of art and 
furniture. There is no plan at this time for a complete ‘redo’ of the lobbies, but neither can we permit them 
to go to seed, as was previously the case, by allowing flaking paint and damaged items to remain. When 
the time comes for a complete overhaul of the lobbies, a mechanism to obtain owner’s feedback will be 
implemented. Keeping in mind that no ‘scheme’ will appeal to everyone, we are invested in ensuring a 
reasonable comfort level for residents. Once all three lobbies have been freshened, if there continue to be 
widespread, reasonable concerns about some of the choices made, they will be addressed.  

No Smoking on the Rooftops - Several months ago it was noted that due to irresponsible use of the area, 
which resulted in costly damage to the 31 rooftop deck, smoking is not permitted until further notice. 
Since that time, we understand smokers continue using the area and continue dropping butts on the newly 
installed decking. This goes beyond merely inconsiderate all the way to reckless.  What’s it going to take, 
folks, for some to realize the danger and cost associated with people making poor choices? We’d prefer 
not to have to lock the roofs, but really, it’s up to you. 
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Potential Changes to Trash and Recycling - Residents have been repeatedly advised of how trash and 
recycling are to be properly disposed of and yet it seems there are always a few folks who deem 
themselves ‘special’. Recently, someone dumped a volume of raw garbage directly into the trash chute at 
the 31 building, resulting in a major mess. The cleaning lady assigned that building was also soaked with 
refuse when she opened the chute to clear out trash, which is unacceptable on every level. Moreover, in 
every building there is routine abuse of the recycling areas on residential hallways, with some folks 
leaving items that are not properly cleaned and/or were never intended to be placed in these areas. The 
Association works very hard and expends significant funds to try to control pests, but we can’t do it 
alone. Unless there is immediate improvement, we will consider moving all recycling to the first floor 
trash rooms or to the outside dumpster. This means a less convenient system for all of us. Also, be 
advised that trash chutes can be permanently closed if trash and garbage are not bagged and disposed of 
properly. Again, the choice is yours. 

Smartcard Operated Laundry Machines – The new washers and dryers are scheduled to be installed 
the first week in October.  These machines will be operated by Smart Card and quarters will no longer be 
used.  Someone from each unit should stop by the office to sign up for their complimentary Smart Card 
which has $5.00 loaded on it.  The envelope with the card will also contain instructions on how to use the 
card, and how to add money to it by inserting cash or Debit/Credit card at the Card Center Machine, 
located in each laundry room in the corner where the gray bin were. 

The regular washers will cost $1.00 and the large washer will cost $2.00.  The regular dryers will be 
$0.35 for 15 minutes and the large dryer will be $0.35 for 10 minutes. 

Club Room Update – Renovations are progressing and it is hoped remaining work will be complete 
before the holidays. That said,, it was discouraging to learn that before work is even finished, the room 
was recently reserved for a private party and decorations were taped to and/or propped against newly 
painted walls, damaging the paint job in several areas.  While guidelines for use of the room are under 
review, until further notice any decorations used may not be fastened to or propped against the 

painted surfaces in the room.  Note that any damage to the room will be attributed to the resident 
reserving the room, who will be responsible for the repair costs.  To this point it has been rare for the 
Association to retain damage deposits, but that is subject to change. Please remember that it’s been many 
years since the room was freshened up and it’ll be many years before it is scheduled to be addressed 
again. We need to take care of our property. Also, be reminded that when using other Association 
equipment as part of your use of the room, such as the convenience carts found in laundry rooms, you are 
expected to return these items immediately, so that others can use them. 

In Unit Service Specials -   October (Convector Cleaning and Filter Change), November (Toilet 

Tune-ups), December (Smoke Detector Replacement). 

Bulk Trash Pickup Dates – This complimentary service is provided by the Association at no charge to 
residents.  The pickup dates are: 

● October 6 and 20 
● November 3 and 17 
● December 1, 15 and 29 

Residents may take their large items for disposal to the dumpster area the night before the pickup.  

Building Water Shutdown Schedule – Management will schedule water shutdowns one day per month 
per building as needed.  This includes tier and building-wide shutdowns.  The only exceptions will be for 
emergencies as determined by management. 

● 6621 Building (October 12, November 16 and December 14)  
● 6631 Building (October 10, November 14 and December 12)  
● 6641 Building (October 11, November 15 and December 13) 
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Temporary Mesh Fencing Coming – In order to try to alleviate some of the problems the migrating 
geese cause to our sidewalks, we will be put up temporary mesh fencing behind the 31 building to see 
how it may impact the fowl which are protected species.  If the fencing is successful, it is inexpensive and 
can be put along other impacted sidewalks on the property, and then taken down once the birds have 
flown away. 

Annual Meeting and Election of Board Members - The Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
October 17th at the Belle View Elementary School at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a buffet dinner offered to 
owners in attendance.  The doors will open at 6:30 p.m. so please take advantage of this great opportunity 
to visit with your fellow owners and fulfill your responsibility at the same time.   

By now you should have received your ballot in the mail, and you are encouraged to vote by placing your 
ballot in the wooden box in your lobby, or by coming to the meeting to vote there.  You are strongly 
encouraged to take part in this important election.  The success of River Towers depends on there being 
an interested and involved Board of Directors.  And unlike national elections, ours cannot take place 
unless a quorum of owners is either present at the meeting or has voted beforehand.  Please do your part. 

Please! Don’t Slam the Door! - Living in close proximity as we do, it’s important to realize that noise in 
our long hallways travels. Be considerate of neighbors and take the time to ensure your door doesn’t slam. 
If your door closure mechanism needs adjustment, a call to the office can take care of a small problem 
that can be a big nuisance for others. 

RULE REMINDER OF THE MONTH: PET RULES 

Recently there has been an increase in residents using the front passenger elevators to transport their dogs 
in and out of the building and taking their dogs through the front lobby doors, neither of which is allowed.  
Unless the service elevator is out of commission or is tied up for a move, dogs are not allowed in the front 
elevators or to be brought through the front doors.  Please see the attached page from the Rules regarding 
Pets and ensure you are in compliance with all aspects.  Please also be aware that noncompliance is 
grounds for a Covenants hearing and a potential charge of $50 per violation. Related, please use the 
service elevator when doing laundry, rather than transporting soap, and especially bleach, over newly 
installed carpets. 

 

      PET RULES 

1. One dog that does not exceed 30 pounds when fully grown (this weight limitation does 

not apply to service animals), or two cats are permitted per Unit.  Two caged animals 

such as birds or hamsters are permitted per Unit and any number of fish kept in an 

adequate aquarium is permitted.  

 

2. Dogs and cats must be registered with the Condominium Office at the time of move-in, 

or upon acquiring said pet and shall be issued a River Towers Pet Tag.  Registration 

includes providing a copy of a recent veterinarian’s certificate stating the breed and size 

and a current vaccination certificate. Dogs are required to be licensed with Fairfax 

County. The dog’s weight will be verified in the Condominium Office upon registration 

and Management reserves the right to re-weigh any dog as needed. 
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3. Pets must be leashed or in a carrier at all times when in Interior or Exterior Common 

Elements, may only be brought in and out of the buildings through the side and rear 

entrances and are only permitted on the service elevators.  Lobby elevators may be 

used only when the service elevators are not available, but pets should be removed 

from any elevator when another passenger objects to the presence of the pet. 

 

4. Pets not wearing a RT Pet Tag or any pet found unattended on the premises may be 

removed by County Animal Control Authorities. 

 

5. Pet waste must be picked up, placed in a plastic bag, and disposed of in the dumpsters 

or other pet waste receptacles.  Cat litter must be placed in a secured double plastic 

bag. 

 

6. No Rottweiler or Pit Bull breeds or mix of these breeds is allowed to register or visit the 

property at any time, nor can any wild or exotic animals be kept as pets. 

 

7. Pets are not to be tied to trees or to any other object in the buildings or on the grounds, 

pets are not permitted to be tied or left unattended on balconies or patios and are 

prohibited in the following areas: Club Room, Exercise Room, Garden Area, Laundry 

Rooms, Picnic Area, Playground, Rooftop Areas, Storage Rooms, Swimming Pool, 

Vehicles Washing Area, Basketball, Tennis and Volleyball Courts. 

 

8. Pet actions that create a nuisance are a violation of these rules.  Nuisance actions 

include destroying or damaging property, making continual loud or objectionable noises, 

or being kept in such a manner as to cause unsanitary conditions.  Unit Owners are 

responsible for violations by their pet or those of their tenants, guests, or guests of their 

tenants. 

 

9. Visiting pets are subject to all pet regulations. A visiting pet is defined as an animal 

brought to the condominium for 72 hours or less by a person or persons visiting a 

resident.  

 

 

 

Thought for the Month – Positive thinking is more than just a tagline.  It changes the way we behave.  
And I firmly believe that when I am positive, it not only makes me better, it makes those around me 
better.  -- Harvey Mackay 


