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RIVER VIEWS           December 2017  

The newsletter of the River Towers Condominium Unit Owners Association 

Board of Directors Meeting – The Board of Directors met for the monthly meeting in the Club 
Room on December 14.  Some of the topics of discussion were: 

1)   DECISION:  Administrative Calendar for 2018 - Approved 
2)  DECISION:  Annual Meeting & Budget Schedule for 2018 - Approved 
3)  DISCUSSION:  Moving and Storage Expenses – There was discussion about the extent to 
which the Association can assist 31 building residents with the cost of moving their belongings 
into storage before rehab work can be done on the interior of their units. The board is interested 
in providing assistance and has asked management to gather details about logistics, costs and 
the extent of moving that would be required. More information will follow as available. 
4)  DECISION:  Additional Fencing for Geese -  Based on recommendation of our Grounds 
Manager there will be no more temporary geese fencing erected at this time.  The trial fencing 
that was placed behind the 31 building has been somewhat successful in keeping geese off the 
sidewalks, and this issue will most likely be revisited in the Spring when geese generally return 
on their migration north. 
5)  DECISION:  Changes to Recycling Procedures – After repeated requests for adherence to 
rules and warnings of potential consequences, recycling containers on residential hallways 
will be removed by January 15th 2018. This is due to continued abuses related to placing 
inappropriate items in the containers and routine failure to rinse items before placing them in the 
bins, both of which have contributed to an increase in pest infestations.  After that date, 
residents will have to take their recycling either to the first floor trash room or outside to the 
recycling dumpster.  Residents should also take heed that if there is not a marked improvement 
in the way trash is being disposed of in the very near future, we will also consider closing the 
trash chutes.  For now, the newspaper recycling bins will remain on each floor so long as they 
are used as intended. 
6)  DISCUSSION:  Elevator Overhaul – Concern about too frequent interruptions to elevator 
service was discussed. Review of the existing maintenance schedule and the need for upgrades 
and enhancements will be researched and changes recommended. Related, we understand 
that when the service elevator is in use for moves or is ‘down’ residents have no choice but to 
use passenger elevators for all needs. We ask, however, that in these circumstances everyone 
use caution go protect freshly painted lobbies and new carpet. 
  
Settlement of Minkoff Legal Actions - The lawsuit and lien against River Towers has been 
settled. The agreement will preclude any further litigation by either party. The dismissal order 
and release of lien have both been filed with the court.   
 
Christmas Gathering - The Association is hosting a holiday get together in the Club Room this 
year on Sunday, December 17th from Noon to 3:00 p.m.  RSVP’s were required by December 
17 (check this date) for planning purposes and we look forward to celebrating with the residents 
who expressed interest in this event.   

Christmas and New Year’s Office Closing – Management and the Board would like to wish all 
of our residents a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. The office will close early on 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve and will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  
Emergencies will be handled through the answering service on those days.  Additionally, the 
office will also be closed on Monday, January 15 for Martin Luther King Day. 
 
Cleaning up After Your Dog - Is not ‘optional’ but is required. It’s a health issue, along with 
being the appropriate thing to do, It’s been noted that with the advent of cooler weather, more 
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people seem to simply be walking away from their doggie messes. Keep in mind that while most 
of us value pets, violation of rules related to pet ownership can result in you being required to 
remove your dog from the premises. 
 
New Office Administrative Assistant - Please welcome our new administrative assistant, 
Nikki Douglas, who began work at River Towers on December 11. 
   
 Association Rule – “Common Areas Use” – Maintenance of the common areas of the 
property are the responsibility of our on-site management, along with the Board of Directors, 
who are also owners, and who are elected to direct management in all aspects of the operation, 
maintenance and improvement of the property.  Decisions are made every day from the 
mundane to the critical regarding these areas. These areas are not an extension of our units 
and there are rules for how they may be used.  The lobbies, for instance, are not for long-term 
lounging, entertaining or as play areas.  Furnishings are to be left in place and not moved or 
altered to suit personal preferences.  Personal items, such as welcome mats, boots, bicycles, 
etc. may not be  left outside unit doors in the residential hallways and decoration of unit doors 
should be limited to seasonal displays or a single unobtrusive wreath or other decoration. 
Please see the attached rules on Common Areas. 

Related, occasionally, someone will suggest that all owners should be consulted on decisions 
regarding common areas of the property.  In the same way that elected officials cannot and do 
not routinely poll all their constituents before casting their votes, ‘management by consensus’ is 
not feasible, particularly for a property of this size. Moreover, the assumption that all owners feel 
equally interested in being involved isn’t necessarily accurate, as many (if not most) owners 
actually do not wish to be involved. Owners who feel they require a voice in all operational 
aspects should probably consider a single family residence, where they call all the shots, or 
alternatively, seek to serve on the board of directors, where they can contribute to the decision-
making processes. There is simply no way the common areas of the property can reflect the 
personal choices of each individual, and there is no way to please everyone. It’s not reasonable 
to assume your own personal opinion should take precedence over those of others. Rest 
assured that for every individual who has one opinion there are just as many others with 
differing opinions.    
 
Policy Resolution on Unit Improvements and Construction - The Association has a new 
policy with regard to these matters that stipulates new guidelines and expectations regarding 
how owners must proceed when seeking to make unit modifications. This was implemented to 
address instances of damage to other units and common areas and disruption of services 
resulting from such work in the past and to help better address each resident’s right to the 
peaceful enjoyment of their home. More information will follow with respect to these changes. 
Once disseminated, any exceptions must be approved in advance by the board of directors or 
their designee. 
 
Stop Feeding The Wildlife - Residents are reminded that feeding the wildlife is prohibited on 
the property.  Residents putting out bird seed on the ground at the rear patios or on balconies 
are attracting wildlife to come right up to our buildings. The rear lobby doors are handicapped 
entrances and the door remains open for a long time to allow for people in wheelchairs to 
access the building.  This open door also encourages squirrels, mice and other wildlife to enter 
the buildings.  Please stop drawing wildlife near the buildings by putting out feed for them.  
 
The Office has Moved - While most residents have probably been to the new office spaces in 
the 21 building, we would like to stress that ample parking is now available to residents who 
wish to drive to the office and that parking vehicles at the loading dock is no longer necessary 
nor allowed.  Please park your vehicle in the parking lot before coming to the new office. 
 



            Office:  703-768-3800             Fax:  703-768-2752                www.rivertowerscondo.org 

In Unit Service Special -   December (Smoke Detector Replacement), January ( 
__________) 

Bulk Trash Pickup Dates – This complimentary service is provided by the Association at no 
additional charge to residents.  The pickup dates are: 

● December 1, 15 and 29 
● January 12 and 26 
● February 9 and 23  

Residents may take their large items for disposal to the dumpster area the night before the 
pickup. Please break down your boxes from Christmas before taking them to the 
dumpster in order to maximize what the dumpster can hold. 

Building Water Shutdown Schedule – Management will schedule water shutdowns one day 
per month per building as needed.  This includes tier and building-wide shutdowns.  The only 
exceptions will be for emergencies as determined by the engineer and management. 

● 6621 Building (December 14 and January 11 and February 15)  
● 6631 Building (December 12 and January 9 and February 13)  
● D6641 Building (December 13 and January 10 and February 14) 

Safety and Trespassers – Several residents recently stated there is an apparently disturbed 
male individual who is frequently seen on our property who does not live here.  He is believed to 
be responsible for damaging trash cans, breaking outdoor lights and may be responsible for 
other incidents.  Anyone witnessing this individual on the property should call the police.  This is 
a police matter, please don’t call the management office for this or similar concerns related to 
immediate security concerns or potentially criminal activity. 

River Towers has always enjoyed being a safe community, and the local police have remarked 
on this fact.  But we live on the fringe of a large metropolitan area, and it will take the conscious 
effort of each of us to be vigilant in maintaining a secure status:   

● Do not prop open outside doors, and if you see a door left open, please close it.  
● Do not allow people into the buildings that you don’t know and who don’t show you their 

building key.  
● Do not expect people to allow you into the building, and  
● Do Not be confrontational if you are asked to show your key for admittance.  These 

simple actions will go a long way to maintaining a safe environment.   
Thought for the Month – Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone 
can start from now and make a brand new ending. – Carl Bard 


