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Annual Meeting Results:  On Wednesday, October 15, the River Towers Condominium Unit 
Owners Association held their Annual Meeting and election to the Board of Directors. The results 
of the election and selection of officers is as follows:  
 

 
Denise Davis, President 

Tom Julian, Vice President 
Bill Nichols, Treasurer 

Melanie Wallace, Secretary 
Stephen Beach, Director 
Jennifer Smith, Director 

[Vacant], Director 
 

We congratulate the returning members to the Board as we look forward to the year ahead. 
Serving on the Board of Directors isn’t complicated, but it does require two things; a minimal 
investment in time and an ability to put aside personal preferences for the good of the 
Association. A Board member’s primary consideration must always be the best interest of the 
Association.  That being said, there is a very real sense of satisfaction when you play a part in 
improving the property, not only for yourself, but your neighbors as well. 

At this year’s meeting, and for the first time ever, we did not have a quorum of owners who had 
either voted in advance of the meeting or were in attendance that night.  Since the election 
cannot be held until there is a quorum, the owners who were present began making phone calls 
and several actually left the meeting to return to River Towers to begin knocking on doors!  It 
took two hours before we had a quorum.  Folks, we can do better than this! 

It is imperative that owners understand their responsibility to participate in the election of Board 
members.  It must be understood that the seven elected owners are responsible for overseeing 
the running of this property as they direct the General Manager in every aspect of maintaining 
and enhancing it.  Owners should be involved in the community that they belong to, either by 
attending a meeting, joining a committee or even simply attending a social function.  The bare 
minimum of their responsibility is participating in the election once a year.       

We would like express our appreciation to those residents in attendance whose efforts helped us 
make quorum. They went beyond what should be necessary. President Denise Davis spoke of 
the accomplishments of the past year and the tasks we are facing in 2015.  She encouraged 
owners in attendance to consider getting involved in the Association. This year there were four 
vacancies for the Board and only three people running.  It is imperative that the younger 
generation of owner become involved in and knowledgeable about the operation of this property.  
Common sense, a little bit of time and an ability to set aside personal agendas is really all that is 
required.  Everyone is busy and everyone works.  You might ask yourself where you have a 
bigger investment than in your home.   

 
Office:  703-768-3800       703-768-2752 (fax)        www.rivertowerscondo.org 



At the meeting, the committee chairs also had an opportunity to speak to the audience about    
their committee’s accomplishments and the work they expect to do in the coming year. 

Utilities and You - The 2015 budget has been approved and while going through it line item 
by line item, the staggering amount of money we spend on utilities was very sobering.  In an 
attempt to remind our residents of their responsibility to conserve wherever possible, we will 
begin showing the quarterly utility expenses and how they stack up against the previous 
quarter, and how they compare to the same quarter a year ago.  Residents are requested to 
be energy conscious in their homes.   

Halloween Trick or Treating – Trick or treating will be on Friday, October 31.  Residents 
wishing to participate in handing out treats should pick up a paper pumpkin doorknob sign to 
put on the outside of their unit door so that the children know you are participating in handing 
out treats. 

Permanent Notices on Unit Doors -   A reminder that permanent notices are not allowed on 
the outside of unit doors without prior permission from the office.   The rules and regulations 
state that residents are allowed to place small decorative or seasonal display on their door.  If 
the display is holiday in nature it must be removed within 30 days after the holiday.  A notice, 
for example, to UPS deliverymen about an expected package may be put on the outside of a 
unit door, but must be removed promptly upon delivery of the item.  Please see the rules in 
their entirety for more on this subject. 

Trash Disposal Problems?   If you are experiencing problems with the trash room on your 
floor, please contact the office.  They will write a notice and place under every door on that 
floor.  Please don’t write notes regarding this and place on the outside of the trash room door 
or within the room.  This is in violation of the rules.  Let the office deal with it.  Thank you. 

Oktoberfest River Towers Style -   The Events committee hosted a fun Oktoberfest for the 
residents and their guests on Sunday, October 19th, and whether you have German ancestry 
or not, everyone enjoyed the beer, brats and other delicacies at the event.    

Newsletter Delivery – A reminder that beginning January 2015 this newsletter will no longer 
be printed and placed under all unit doors.  The exception will be for those residents whose 
names are in the office as requiring assistance in the event of an emergency evacuation.   

Beginning in January copies of the newsletter will be placed in wall boxes which will be 
located in the mailbox alcove of each lobby and in each laundry rooms.  The newsletter is also 
available on the website under the Residents section.  

Offsite Owners – Beginning in January 2015 the newsletters will no longer be mailed to 
offsite owners. Offsite owners should access the website at www.rivertowerscondo.org and go 
to the Residents section to request a password from the office so they will be able to access 
the important information and newsletters that are available in that section.    

 

Thought for the Month – Kind words can be easy to speak, but their echoes are truly 
endless. – Mother Teresa 
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