
RIVER VIEWS                   August 2014 

The newsletter of the River Towers Condominium Unit Owners Association 

 

August Board of Directors Meeting –   The Board met on August 21 in the Club Room for 
their regular monthly meeting. Some of the highlights from the meeting were: 

 Decision:   Exterior lighting proposals - Deferred for more information  
 Decision:   Change dumbbell racks in exercise rooms - Disapproved 
 Decision:   New Association Website  - Approved 
 Decision:   21 Building Landscaping –  Approved for Spring 2015 
 Decision:   Service Hallway Bathroom Work - Approved   
 Decision:   Club Room Redecoration – Approved for 2015 
 Decision:   Obtain bids for new Reserve Study for 2015  Approved  
 Decision:   Purchase of decorative throw pillows for lobbies Approved 
 Discussion:  Meeting with Army Corp of Engineers on proposed Flood Wall Project 
 Discussion:  Painters Contract  
 Discussion:  Establish AdHoc Committee for Trash Room Issues  
 Discussion:  Lease Addendum & Occupants 
 Discussion:  Flood Wall Project Update 
 Discussion:  Pipe Project Update 

The full minutes of the meeting are available in the Association office for anyone who would 
like to stop by and read them.    

Open Forum – 

  One resident spoke about his concern with the proposed flood wall in neighboring 
communities and impact on River Towers.  

 
Our New Website is Now Live - The Communication Committee previewed the new website 
for the Board members and residents in attendance at the meeting.  Afterwards the Board 
unanimously approved the new site and authorized the committee to take it live.  The Board 
wishes to thank Katherine Smitherman and Jesse Hill for all of their hard work on this project.  
Residents may now access the site at http://www.rivertowerscondo.org/.   We hope you 
will visit our online community to see all that can be found there regarding the Association, 
upcoming events, association rules and regulations, forms, photos and information about the 
property as well as information about much of what the local area has to offer. The River 
Views newsletters will be found there as well.  In the future the committee will be adding new 
features and functions to fine tune the site.  They welcome input from residents.  Residents 
wishing to continue to receive paper copies of the newsletters and other notices are asked to 
contact the office to be placed on a list for hard copy distribution. 
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Annual Election of Board Members:   The Association will hold its annual meeting and 
election of board members on October 15th.  This year there will be four seats to be filled.  If 
you are an owner in good standing and are interested in running for the Board, or know of 
another owner who would be a good candidate, please encourage them to run.  Letters have 
gone out with all the information necessary on the process involved to run, and the timeline 
for filing a petition.  Nominating petitions, a biographical sketch and qualifications statement 
are due by 4:00 p.m. on September 4.  
 
Welcome to our New Staff Member – We would like to welcome Kevin Orndorf to our office 
staff.  Kevin is our new administrative assistant and he will be assisting Veronica Brown with 
the administrative/management issues of the association.   

Pool Entrance – Residents are reminded that entry onto the pool deck is through the men’s 
or women’s shower/dressing rooms after they’ve shown the lifeguard their facilities pass and 
signed the register.  Residents are requested to not enter behind the counter when entering 
or leaving the pool.  Thank You. 

Personal Belongings and Common Areas:  A reminder that common areas of the property 
(basically anywhere outside your unit) may not be used to store, share or discard personal 
items.  Please donate books, magazines, clothing, canned goods, appliances and other 
personal items you have to local charities.  Anything left in the common areas of the property 
will be discarded. 

Bulk Trash Pickup – The dates for September are the 4th and 18th.  You may take your 
large items to the dumpster area the night before the scheduled pickup.   

Town Hall Meeting – 6631 Lobby – The meeting will be held on September 9th beginning at 
6:30 p.m. for one hour.  All residents are invited to join the Board members and committee 
chairs to discuss community topics of concern to you. 

Storm Cleanup - On Monday, August 4, Care of Trees began work on the property to 
remove the tree stumps from the 28 trees we lost from the microburst storm as well as others 
around the property.  They have finished grinding the stumps, backfilling the holes, grading 
the areas and seeding them with grass and placing straw to protect the area until the grass 
takes root.  Residents are requested to stay away from all of these areas until the new grass 
has gotten established.   Plans for the replanting of trees will be discussed in coming months. 

Watch Service – The contract with CES Security will continue through September.  The 
days/hours they will be on the property are:  Fridays and Saturdays (9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.), 
Sundays (noon to 8:00 p.m.)  If a resident needs to contact the watch service to report an 
incident please call the afterhours phone number for the answering service and they will 
contact the watch person on site.  Residents are reminded that any issue involving personal 
security should be reported to the local police. 
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Dogs United – At a recent meeting with the associations dogs we heard from a few of them 
that they are pleased their owners are helping them out by picking up waste and disposing of 
it in the receptacles around the property.  To a dog, they were quite concerned about the bad 
rap they were getting and they requested their owners be recognized for assisting with this 
effort.    Thank You Dog Owners! 

Sunday Office Hours - The office will resume Sunday hours beginning on September 7 from 
noon to 5:00 p.m.  We are pleased to announce that Plachette will be our weekend desk 
clerk in the office on Saturdays and Sundays.   

Security Starts with You – Have you slipped into the habit of leaving your unit door 
unlocked?  Perhaps you’re just going to run the garbage out to the dumpster, take the dog 
out or put a load of clothes in the washing machine.  Residents are requested to be mindful 
of their surroundings, and get into the habit of keeping their unit doors locked.  You should 
also keep your cars locked and not have valuables visible inside.  If you see suspicious 
activity, please call the police non-emergency number at 703-691-2131.  If a crime is 
committed, call 911 immediately.  

Along with your personal security and that of your private property, a larger issue is 
maintaining the physical security of our buildings.  Please don’t leave security doors propped 
open and left unattended.  Please don’t open the lobby doors for someone you don’t know.  
We have phones at nearly every door for visitors to call the resident they are visiting.  If you 
are entering the building behind someone you don’t know, just hold up your building key, 
speak and be neighborly.  Rudeness is uncalled for.  Security starts with you. 

Cleaning Your Window Tracks – Have you experienced water infiltrating the tracks of your 
windows during a heavy rain storm?   If so, have you checked your window tracks recently to 
see if the ‘weep’ holes are clear so that water will drain through them outside and not 
overflow onto your window sill?  We recommend running a vacuum attachment along the 
track and then taking an old toothbrush or similar item and cleaning any dirt or debris in the 
track that might obstruct the weep hole. 

Pay it Forward – Recently I left my Kindle Fire in the 21 exercise room and didn’t miss it for 
nearly 10 hours.   I went down that night, but of course it was long gone.  No  notices had 
been posted in the usual places about someone having found it and I was dejected. But the 
next morning I checked the office and sure enough a resident had found it and turned it in!!  
Thank You!!!  This experience makes me wonder if there aren’t other instances of good 
neighborliness happening that it might be nice to share from time to time.  If you have a 
positive circumstance you’d like considered for a future newsletter, please leave me a note at 
the office. 

 

Thought for the Month – The greatest mistake you can make in life is to be continually 
fearing you will make one.  – Elbert Hubbard 
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