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RIVER VIEWS                  August 2016  

The newsletter of the River Towers Condominium Unit Owners Association 

Board of Directors Meeting – The Board met on August 31st for its regularly scheduled 

monthly meeting. Some of the topics of discussion were: 

1) DISCUSSION:  2017 Operating Budget 

2) DISCUSSION:  Limited In-House Pipe Replacement Program 

3) DECISION:  Floor Covering for the Club Room – APPROVED not to exceed $5,000 

4) DECISION:  Purchase of Association Truck - APPROVED  not to exceed $38,000 

5) DECISION:  Purchase of Snow Blade for Truck – APPROVED not to exceed $6,500 

  

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CONVECTORS 

Air conditioners are still working overtime, so every few weeks it’s important to ensure your 

convectors are draining properly to avoid possible damage to both your home and to neighbors 

below.  This is easy, only takes a minute and can help avoid costly repairs. There are two small 

doors atop your convectors.  One provides access to fan controls while the other is where you 

can check your drip pan.  Shine a flashlight into this area to ensure there is no standing water 

(other than minor moisture and condensation) in the drip pan and that the drainage hole, which 

should be visible,  is not blocked.  If the hole appears to be blocked and your drip pan is 

retaining water (anything more than a minimal amount of moisture), call the office immediately 

to have one of the engineers check whether the line needs clearing. 

The Pool Season Extended One Week – Now closing on September 11 for the season.  The 

pool hours of operation will be 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. each day. 

No Snow Shovels this Year - The Association is alerting residents that you might want to 

procure your own snow shovel (or share with a group of neighbors) in anticipation of winter 

weather when they become available from local retailers. In years past, we've provided ice-melt 

or sand (which we’ll continue to do) along with snow shovels (on each building's loading dock) 

but over the past few years, the 'honor system' hasn't worked and many of the shovels walked 

off, never to be seen again... We agree, it's unfortunate. This is one of the nice things our 

Association has done for us to make life a little easier but, sadly, continually replacing them 

because of the inconsiderate few who choose to keep them is no longer a viable option.  

Laundry Room Carts - Another 'nicety' with which we're having problems are the large carts 

maintained in each of our laundry rooms for residents to transport large, bulky or multiple items 

from the loading docks to their apartments. These carts are so helpful for most of us and yet 

they are also expensive. Unfortunately, again, there are some folks who fail to return the carts 

for others to use... In one of our buildings, for example, multiple carts have been purchased over 

the past few years and yet it's routine for none of them to be available for days or weeks at a 

time. While it's possible contractors could have absconded with some of them, we know from 

our engineering staff that these carts are often seen in resident's units when they go in to make 
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repairs. Also, leaving them in the hall or the stairwells is not helpful.  PLEASE, return carts to 

the laundry rooms on a timely basis so that others can use them! It's the neighborly thing to do. 

Unclaimed Laundry - The gray bin located in the corner of each laundry room near the hallway 

door is for unclaimed laundry only.  Do not place anything else in this bin except clothes that 

have been left in washers or dryers thereby tying up machines for use by others.  Thank you. 

FIOS Status – FIOS continues to work at a glacial pace.  They are completing molding 

installation on two floors per week.  We will keep you informed when service is expected to be 

available… if ever (wink). 

Bulk Trash Pickup Dates – This complimentary service is provided by the Association at no 

charge to residents.  The pickup dates for September are the 2nd, 16th and 30th.  Bulk trash 

pickup for October will be the 14th and 28th.  Residents may take their large items for disposal to 

the dumpster area the night before the pickup. 

Passenger Elevators – Please be advised that the front passenger elevators are never to be 

used to transport anything besides people.  No equipment, bicycles, pets or contractors with 

their equipment.  The only exceptions are if the freight elevator in the service hallway is locked 

for janitorial service, moving or is out of commission.  Please comply and ensure your family 

members and ‘hired help’ do also. 

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendars  

● Meet the Author –  Our own Mary Jane O’Loughlin will share the true story of how an 

African safari inspired her to write her book “Ruby and Baby an Unlikely Friendship” 

on Saturday, September 17th from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Club Room.  She will also 

have a video of her safari from this Spring.  There will be a question and answer session 

and dessert and refreshments will be offered. Please RSVP in the Condo Office by 

September 14th.  You may also refer to the flyer posted in each lobby. 

 

● Town Hall – An Evening with Officer Urps - Back by popular demand, Officer Urps of 

the Mount Vernon Police Station will once again talk to our residents about  

o measures we can take to enhance our personal safety  

o measures we can take to enhance security in our buildings and on our grounds.   

Please join us on Wednesday, October 26th at 7:00 p.m. in the Club Room.  After Officer 

Urps talk he will take questions from the audience on any concerns you may have.  We 

hope to see you there. 

 

● Halloween Costume Parade for Children – Last year’s event was such fun, the Events 

Committee will host the costume parade for children again this year.  The exact date is 

to be determined, but as last year children and parents will meet in the 31 Club Room 

and we will proceed as a group to the lobby of each building where interested residents 

will be gathered to pass out candy to our goblins. Watch for further information. 

Residential Hallway Trash Rooms and Chutes – In the past several years management has 

been faced with repeatedly combating pest infestations caused by residents inappropriate 

disposal of their garbage and recycling.  This year alone the Association has spent $9,782 on 
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extermination and sanitizing the chutes.  In some cases the chutes were fouled again within 

days. Recently guidelines for the acceptable disposal of trash and recycling were placed under 

every door.  If abuses continue, the Board may consider closing the residential hallway trash 

rooms and everyone will have to take their trash and recycling outside to the dumpsters.  It’s up 

to you. 

Please DON’T Feed the Wildlife! – Recently people have been leaving watermelon, mangoes 

and other similar food in the flower beds around the property.  Ostensibly they probably want to 

feed the animals.  PLEASE STOP!  The animals will survive nicely without your help as they 

have for millions of years.  What you will attract are rats. 

Limited In-House Pipe Program - The Association is considering embarking on a limited 

project to replace those sections of kitchen pipe that have proven to be most worn and 

problematic. Please note: This is NOT to imply that we will be undertaking the oft discussed 

large, very costly, invasive “pipe project” at this time. Rather, this is a more contained project 

that can be accomplished at reasonable cost and largely by in-house staff. Results, however, 

will be beneficial and will help contain costs associated with repairs to units impacted by pin-

hole leaks. More information will be forthcoming. 

Thought for the Month – Be miserable.  Or motivate yourself.  Whatever has to be done, it’s 

always your choice. – Wayne Dyer 


