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The newsletter of the River Towers Condominium Unit Owners Association 
 
Board of Directors Meeting – The Board met on February 23 for their regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting.  Some of the discussion/decisions from the meeting were: 
 
1)  Discussion:   Master Insurance Policy – Extension Received 
2)  Discussion:   Project Manager – Set up Interviews with Applicants  
3)  Decision:   Website Options – Add Real Estate Listings - APPROVED 
4)  Discussion:  Trash Contract/Compactor  
5)  Discussion:   Runners for the Stairs and Ramps  
6)  Decision:   Monument Light Replacement - APPROVED 
7)  Discussion:   Lobby & Club Room Flooring Installation  
8)  Discussion:   Security/Cameras – Bring in a Security Specialist  
 
Updates on the Portico Work – Work is progressing at a consistent pace, though we’re 
aware everyone would like things to move more quickly. KCE continues toward completion of 
the evaluative phase of this project, so that the design/build phase can get underway.  In 
recent days, we’ve seen changes to scaffolding at the 31 Building and reports on completed 
tests have been forwarded to the county. Investigative work is also underway at 21 and 41, 
where some scaffolding changes will also be made. 
 
To this point, the focus of the project has been on 31, as we are aware that our primary goal is 
full re-occupancy of the building, but it’s also important to keep two things in mind: 
First, The Association is paying on a weekly basis for scaffolding, and so the sooner it can be 
removed from any and all buildings, the less costly this otherwise very expensive project will 
be. In addition, those performing evaluative work are doing so at all three buildings, as a 
matter of course. This is simply how they work. By and large, these are not the same folks who 
will ultimately be making repairs, and so evaluative work done at one building is not holding 
up the process of repairs being made elsewhere. 
 
To expedite matters for our engineer and our residents, the Association recently established 
an escrow account, so that KCE can hire and pay contractors as needed, without having to 
wait for our financial management agent to make funds liquid and cut checks.  
 
As we move into the design/build phase of the project, we are in the process of finalizing the 
selection of a Project Manager, who will oversee all aspects of the project on behalf of the 
Association. In selecting a highly qualified engineering firm, a highly reputable insurance 
attorney and a Project Manager, the board has done all that it can do, and must now turn day 



 
 

to day management of the project over to the experts. 
 
Regarding future updates, be advised that going forward, the “Updates” tab on our 
website, which is currently on the front “public” page of the website, will be moved to 
the “Residents Only” page. This move is in keeping with privacy issues this project will 
require going forward.  Future communications will likely involve information regarding 
legal/insurance and financial matters and highly technical updates from contractors, which 
are not appropriate for a website’s public area.   
 
If you have not previously requested a password in order to access the Residents Only page, 
you can find the request form under the “Residents Only” tab. You can submit the request 
form automatically to the office, where staff will verify the applicant is in fact a resident and 
authorize issuing a password. Once you have your password and are able to access the page 
you will see it contains a number of other items of interest to residents as well. Please take a 
moment to request this password, because in going forward this will be the primary avenue 
for residents to get updated information on the repair work.  Other than community-wide 
newsletters, paper copies of updates will be made only upon request. 
 
Shoot Yourself in the Foot Lately…? – An owner whose unit is currently on the market 
recently told us two Realtors had informed him that while they were showing properties to 
prospective buyers, they were approached by individuals identifying themselves as River 
Towers ‘owners’, who proceeded to ‘trash’ the property, warning potential buyers away from 
purchasing at River Towers.  One woman reportedly identified herself as an owner in the 21 
and one reportedly said she lived in the 31. This is unconscionable and is almost impossible to 
believe that an owner would aim to damage River Towers reputation and marketability in such 
a way. Hey folks, at one time or another we will all potentially want or need to sell our units and 
move elsewhere. At a time when we should all be focused on the well being of our community 
and enhancing our property’s value, demeaning and disparaging comments are clearly 
counterproductive.  
  
Let’s be clear, there is nothing about our current situation that is hidden from real estate 
agents or potential buyers.  It’s all out in the open and anyone considering purchasing 
property here receives a resale packet providing full disclosure of all current projects on the 
property. The law mandates it and we comply with that mandate.   
 
We’re all permitted our own reasoned opinions but residents are reminded that electing to 
interfere in an unsolicited fashion in what are essentially private business transactions can 
have consequences, can impact your neighbors and can also serve to interfere with YOUR 
OWN future efforts to market your unit. Regardless of personal opinions, impugning River 
Towers and acting to potentially damage marketability long after portico repair work is 
complete is just plain foolish.   
 
 



 
 

Welcome our New Groundsman – Jeffrey Vasquez has begun work this week and you will 
see him on the grounds each day learning the ropes with Craig Rische.  Jeffrey is our 
replacement for Bernard Chapman who retired last December.  If you see Jeffrey, please 
introduce yourselves and welcome him. 
 
Bulk Trash Pickup Dates – This complimentary service is provided by the Association at no 
charge to residents. The pickup dates are: 

● March 10 and  24 
● April 7 and 21 

Residents may take their large items for disposal to the dumpster area the night before the 
pickup. 
 
Reminders of the Rules: 
 

● River Towers is a Smoke-Free Property – Residents are noticing that some 
individuals are smoking in the stairwells of our buildings and elsewhere in the 
common areas.  Smoking is prohibited everywhere inside the buildings, except inside 
your unit.   

 
● Please Stay out of the Flower Beds – Recently children (and adults) have been seen 

cutting through one of the flower beds on a daily basis. Plants have been toppled, 
pulled out of the ground and limbs broken off newly installed trees.  This damage costs 
us all money to replace plant material.  With 26 acres, playgrounds and sidewalks, 
there is no reason for anyone to enter the flower or plant beds.  Parents should advise 
their children before a complaint is filed, which could lead to a covenants charge. 

 
● Reserved Parking Spaces/Disabled Vehicles – Residents are reminded that in the 

East parking lot on the side of the 21 building, the spaces along the far East side and 
South end near the boat rack are reserved for boats, trailers and recreational vehicles 
and are for the sole use of those individuals who have leased them.  You may see a 
vehicle parked there, but it likely belongs to the person who rented the space for their 
trailer or boat.  We recognize that this lot is often full nowadays and if it is, you will 
have to park in the guest lot across the street from the 21.  Don’t put yourself in 
jeopardy of being towed. Related, with spring on the horizon, management will begin 
surveying the property for vehicles that have not moved in months, that are not 
current with permits and other indicators of vehicles that are disabled and that cannot 
be ‘garaged’ on the property. Read it, heed it and act accordingly… 

 
● Out of Control Car Alarms - We all understand the wish to protect our personal 

property, but we also understand the concept of peaceful enjoyment of our homes. We 
continue to hear concerns expressed about car alarms going off repeatedly, for long 
periods of time and at all hours, thus disturbing others. Be advised that vehicles with 
car alarms that are not properly monitored are subject to being towed at the owner's 
expense. 

 
● Please Use the Sidewalks – Our grounds manager warns that the grass is being 



 
 

damaged by residents cutting across to reach their destination rather than using the 
sidewalks.  We understand that with the limited access to our buildings it is tempting 
to cut across the grass and one person occasionally doing so probably wouldn’t cause a 
problem, but many people doing so over a long period of time ruins the grass.  Please 
be considerate and remain on the sidewalks. 

 
Request for Updated E-Mail Information - To date, only a few residents have registered their 
e-mail addresses on the link below.  Please take a moment to do this so that we have an accurate 
listing of residents’ emails in the event we need to send notifications.  Sending your information 
via this link lessens the likelihood of typos by staff when re-entering handwritten data.   
   
                              http://www.rivertowerscondo.org/emailverification 
 
We have a New Blog on the Website – We’ve widened the scope of our blog and renamed it 
“River Towers Happenings”.  It will focus on what is happening in River Towers, our grounds, 
and the community.  We plan to post information about River Towers events, wildlife on the 
grounds, fun events, etc. in Alexandria and the Mt. Vernon District of Fairfax County. Do you 
have wedding or birth announcements you’d like to share? Would you like to share information 
about a concert that you’re performing in? If so, please email the communications committee 
at rivertowersalexandria@gmail.com with ideas. 
 
Call for Videographer - The Communications Committee would like to create a video of our 
property and it’s amenities and they are looking for a resident that would be willing to help.  
This video would be used as a marketing tool and also added to our website.  If anyone is 
interested in discussing this idea further, please send an e-mail to Katherine Smitherman at 
rivertowersalexandria@gmail.com.  In addition to the above video, the committee would also 
like to create short ‘how to’ videos for the website on preventative measures residents can 
take to help eliminate costly repairs for themselves their neighbors.  
 
Gardening Committee – Spring is almost here and the Garden Committee is asking 
interested residents to submit an application for a garden plot no later than March 25.  
Application forms can be found on the “Residents Only” page of the website, or in the office.  
On March 29 the committee will host a welcoming party in the Club Room for all new and 
returning gardeners and on April 1 new gardeners will be taken out to the garden to select 
their plot.  Watch for flyers posted on the bulletin boards. 
 
In-Unit Service Specials – April - Window Screens, call the office to schedule work today.  
It’s the best deal in town! 
 
FIOS Update - Verizon is currently pulling wiring in the 41 to be used for individual units and 
they expect to be able to offer service in the 41 building in late March or April.  More 
information is expected regarding a meeting between Verizon and Building 41, including any 
specials they might offer those signing up for their service.  After the 41 Building is complete, 
they will move to 21 and then to 31. 
 
Thought for the Month – What lies behind you and what lies in front of you pales by 
comparison to what lies inside of you. – Ralph Waldo Emerson  
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